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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Nine receive National Artist awards 


The nine new 
National Artists, 
inducted and 
awarded by 
President Aquino. 



whereto 


SUGPAT: Stories of Permanence in 
Transience 

Green Sun 

2258 Chino Roces Ave. Ext. 

Makati City 

dlsSuntil April 22 ©548-9200 

Hanging By a Thread 

Altro Mondo Picasso The Picasso 
Boutique Serviced Residences 
119 LP Leviste St., Salcedo Village 
Makati City 

us) until April 24 ©828-4774 loc.130 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. Dela Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 

• Photography for Kids with Rosvic 
Castro 

uj^May 7, 8 (Fees apply) 

• Everyday Photography for Teens 

with Rosvic Castro 

^May 8,15, 22 (Fees apply) 

©759-8288 

^Deducation@ayalamuseum.org 

• Basic Creative Writing for Young 
Adults with Mina V. Esguerra 
uaMay 2, 4, 6 (Fees apply) 
©759-7117 loc 21 or 25 
^Dvillaflores.md@ayalamuseum.org 

Hysteria 

Artery 

102 P.Tuazon Blvd. 

Cubao, Quezon City 

duSuntil May 7 ©725-2837 

@Galleria Duemila 

Loring St., 210 Loring St., Pasay City 

• Days of Creation by Marc Gaba 

dUSuntil May 30 

• The Silence of Junyee 

jySJune 4-30 ©831-9990 

^Dgduemila@gmail.com 

Shui Mo: Chinese Painting 
Workshop (Intermediate), with 
PiehTsai Shiu-Yuin (Arsenia Lim) 

Yuchengco Museum 
RCBC Plaza, cor. Ayala and 
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City 
SB May 7,14, 21, 28; 

June 4,11,18, 25 ©889-1234 

^Demabrina@yuchengcomuseum.org 

@Ateneo Art Gallery 

L/2, Old Rizal Library Special 
Collections Bldg. 

Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

• Idiopathic Hues:The Modernists’ 

• Color Palette - Selections from 
the Permanent Collection 

jDuntil May 31 

©426-6001 loc. 4160 | 426-6488 

FILIPINAS: Photographs by 
Isa Lorenzo 

4/F Reception Room 
National Museum of Anthropology 
National Museum of the Philippines 
Taft Ave, Ermita, Manila 
BBuntil June 19 ©527-1215 

Drawing Lines 

Lopez Museum & Library 
G/F, Benpress Building 
Exchange Road cor. Meralco Avenue 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
dIDuntil July 8 ©631-2417 

^DImmpasig@gmail.com 


President Benigno S. Aquino III 
formally inducted nine Filipinos 
were into the Order of National 
Artists on April 141 the Malacanang 
Palace. 

Six of the awardees were pro¬ 
claimed as National Artists by 
President Aquino in 2014, but was 
not conferred the award yet. 

They are Cirilo F. Bautista 
(Literature), Alice G. Reyes (Dance), 
Ramon P. Santos (Music), Jose 
Maria V. Zaragoza (Architecture, 
posthumous), Francisco Feliciano 
(Music, posthumous) and Francisco V 
Coching (Visual Arts, posthumous). 

In 2009, then-president Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo named six 
individuals as National Artists but 
were not granted the award after a 
much-publicized controversy, with 
three removed from the list by the 
Supreme Court. 

The other three from this batch 
were posthumously awarded as 
National Artists: Federico Aguilar 
Alcuaz (Visual Arts), Manuel Conde 


Searching for creative activities 
for your kids this summer? 

Yuchengco Museum offers Re¬ 
cycled Summer, a series of arts 
and crafts workshops that teaches 
children how to reuse, reduce, and 
recycle the fun way. 

The workshops - which run 
from April 25 to May 16 (Mondays 
and Thursdays) - are open to kids 
5 to 12 years old. 

Children will explore a wide 
array of crafts, make their own 
toys, go green by reusing everyday 
objects, and learn use¬ 
ful skills during the six 
sessions. 

Among the projects 
that participants will cre¬ 
ate are toys from recycla- 
bles, plush toys, terrari¬ 
ums, and pinatas, culmi¬ 
nating with an exhibit of 
the participants’ selected 
works at the museum. 

La Pomme, creator 
of handsewn whimsical 
fabric objects and plush 
toys, and child psycholo- 


(Cinema) and Lazaro Francisco 
(Literature). 

According to the National 
Commission on Culture and the 
Arts the award is bestowed to 
worthy artists every three years. 

In his speech, President Aquino 
praised the artists and said that aside 
from being illustrious artists in their 
respective fields, they were most 
of all good Filipinos who chose to 
return to their home country and 
“impart your knowledge to your 
homeland.” 

The Order of National Artists 
is presided over by the NCCA 


gist Fiona Fajardo-Hernandez 
of Heartmade will facilitate the 
sessions. 

Workshop fees are PI,200 for 
one session and P5,800 for all six 
sessions. Discounts are available for 
siblings and children of Yuchengco 
Group of Companies employees. 

Workshop fee includes craft 
supplies and a certificate of par¬ 
ticipation. 

For details and registration , call 
889-1234 or email emabrina@ 
yuchengcomuseum. org. 


and the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. 

Upon the recommendation of 
both, the President of the Philip- 


Teresita Sy-Coson of SM Group 
and Robina Gokongwei-Pe of 
Robinsons Retail Holdings Inc. 
are among the 50 most powerful 
businesswomen in Asia, according 
to Forbes magazine. 

Forbes acknowledged the inroads 
women were making in the business 
world. 

The magazine said the 50 busi¬ 
nesswomen were picked from 
among those “active in the upper 
echelons of business in Asia, wield 
significant power and have access to 
robust financial resources.” 

Women from 14 countries were 
represented. 

Sy-Coson, 65, has consistently 
made the list. She is vice chair of SM 
Investments Corp. and is adviser to 
the board of SM Prime Holdings 
Inc. She also sits on the board of 
SM Mart Inc. and SM Retail Inc. 

Since joining the Banco de Oro 
board in 1997, she led the growth of 


pines confers the National Artist 
award on Filipinos “who have made 
distinct contributions in the field of 
arts and letters.” 


Sy family-led BDO Unibank from 
a niche player to the largest lender 
in the country. 

Gokongwei-Pe, 54, made the list 
for the first time. 

President of multiformat retailer 
RRHI, one of the country’s largest 
retailers, she is also a director of JG 
Summit Holdings Inc., Robinsons 
Land Corp., Cebu Air Inc. and 
Robinsons Bank Corp. 

She is also a trustee of the Go- 
kongwei Brothers Foundation Inc., 
Immaculate Conception Academy 
Scholarship Fund and the Ramon 
Magsaysay Awards Foundation. 

China and Hong Kong domi¬ 
nated the latest list with 14 women, 
followed by India with eight, Thai¬ 
land with five and Japan with four. 

Singapore, Australia, Indonesia 
and Vietnam each have three. 

South Korea and the Philippines 
each have two while Macau, Taiwan 
and New Zealand have one each. 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


3 cops in woman's kidnap-slay face ax 


Three policemen face summary dismissal 
proceedings for the kidnap/murder of a real 
estate agent whose stuffed body in a drum was 
found floating in the Pasig River. 

Agents of the National Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation rounded up Inspector Eljie Jacobe 
and POl Mark Jay de los Santos and POl 
Edmon Gonzales, all assigned at the regional 
public safety battalion; former Bureau of 
Corrections officer Domingo Balanquit; and 
Empire Salas were charged in the kidnap¬ 
ping and killing of real estate agent Adora 
Lazatin, 56. 

Jacobe and De los Santos were apprehended 
while trying to withdraw P50,000 from Laza¬ 
tin’s account at an automated teller machine in 
Bicutan, Taguig City on April 9. 

Gonzales, Balanquit and Salas were later ar¬ 
rested by the NBI. All five men were charged 
with kidnapping with homicide and violation 
of the access devices law before the Las Pinas 
prosecutor’s office. 

Investigation showed that the group lured 
Lazatin to a meeting at a mall in Las Pinas 
City by pretending to be interested in buying 
a house and lot from her. 

Lazatin’s son Ryan said his mother received 
a message from a prospective buyer on April 4. 


After failing to contact his mother several 
hours after she left for the meeting, Ryan said 
he started calling her friends. 

He said he received a text message from 
one of his mother’s mobile phones, telling 
him not to worry because she was out 
shopping. 

The next day, Lazatin’s remains were found 
in a drum floating in the Pasig River. 

Her head, hands and feet were wrapped with 
packaging tape and a length of nylon cord was 
coiled around her neck. 

Ryan said he barely knows Jacobe, who 
lives at least 200 meters away from their 
house in Molino, Cavite. He said the police¬ 
man moved to the area four months after 
they transferred. 

Jacobe admitted to taking Lazatin to a 
safehouse, taking her ATM card and forcing 
her to reveal its personal identification number, 
then taking her to another safehouse to strangle 
her. 

The NBI is looking into the possibility that 
Lazatin may not be the only victim of Jacobe 
and his group. 

NBI agents confiscated P200,000 cash; 
Lazatin’s debit cards and mobile phones; guns 
and a map. 


2 sawmill workers 
kidnapped, beheaded 

Suspected militants swooped down on 
sawmills in Butig, Lanao del Sur on April 6 
and took six victims at gunpoint. 

Two victims were found beheaded, their 
remains recovered on April 13. 

Four other sawmill operators - Julieto 
Janobas, Alfredo Anoos, Gabriel Permites and 
Adones Mendez - were earlier released upon 
the intercession of local officials. 

Police found the headless bodies of siblings 
Salvador and Jaymart Janobas in Barangay 
Bayabao, while the severed heads were found 
in another spot. The kidnappers reportedly de¬ 
manded P20 million ransom for their release. 

The kidnappers were led by the Maute 
brothers, who reportedly have links with the 
regional terror group Jemaah Islamiyah. 



Kidnap Watch 

Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


Tsinoy couple 
shot dead in Tondo 

A Tsinoy businessman and his wife 
were fatally shot by two gunmen on a 
motorcycle in Tondo, Manila, on April 5, 
while on their way to the hospital. 

Kenneth Yu and his wife Maria Luisa, 
of Jose Abad Santos Street in Tondo, were 
attacked while on their way to Chinese 
General Hospital for Yu’s dialysis. 

The couple were on a tricycle on 
Tayuman Street and waiting for the green 
light when two assailants approached 
and shot Yu. 

Security camera footage showed Yu 
jumping off the tricycle and running 
while the vehicle sped off. The gunmen 
gave chase and kept firing at Yu, who 
apparently tried to get back into the 
moving tricycle. 

The driver, Jerome Buan, was hit in 
the arm during the chase, while Yu’s wife 
was hit several times in the body. 

Yu, who also sustained multiple 
gunshot wounds in the body, was 
declared dead on arrival at Tondo General 
Hospital. His wife succumbed to her 
wounds three hours later at Metropolitan 
Hospital. 
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"Your health 
is our concern. 



650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.: 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 
KRUIALSCtLtOT 



Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SECURITY OPERATIONS 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 

405-3996* 711-3680* 740-3252* 783-5098 



[IMFEAHLY CHINESE :MM GRAN.'i-S 




MUSEUM HOURS TUESDAYS- SUNDAYS 1-5 P M. 

Kaiaa-A peqIo King Heritage Center, 32 Arda corner Cabilde Streeis, InUemuree, Manila 
Tel * . : S 2 6-E ' 527’ to Fa*: (63-21 6!7-6035 EmaiI: IntaNitayta m erg 

hltp; wwvi.liBtaytsln4y.DrB 
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OPINION 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


Chinese in PH 
suffered worse 
fate at Japanese 
hands 

D o you know how many Chinese in the 
Philippines lost their lives and properties 
during the three years of Japanese occupation? 

The “Summary of Overseas Chinese Affairs 
Statistics of 1946” report published by the Taiwan 
Overseas Affairs Office reveals that 12,000 of the 
117,463 Chinese in the Philippines died during the 
Japanese occupation. This accounts for 10 percent 
of the Chinese in the Philippines then. 

In addition, 90 percent of the properties owned 
by the Chinese in the Philippines were lost during 
that period. Before the Japanese occupation, the 
properties were worth 336,381,000 yuan but 
320,743,000 yuan worth were destroyed. 

One major reason behind the massive losses is 
that the Chinese in the Philippines initiated and 
joined the anti-Japanese movement as early as 
1931 when Japan started to invade Manchuria in 
northeastern China. The Chinese here, especially 
those who joined the resistance movement, became 
the main targets of the Japanese invading army and 
authority. The Japanese mistreated the Chinese more 
fiercely than the Filipinos. 

Had the Chinese in the Philippines not lost so 
much during the Japanese time, their economic 
strength and contribution would certainly be even 
greater nowadays. Just imagine how far they would 
have gone if they had 356,381,000 yuan to work 
with instead of a measly 32,638,000 yuan after 
the war. 

This was how much the Chinese in the Philippines 
suffered compared to the Chinese in other Southeast 
Asian countries at the hands of the Japanese: 


Country 

Population 

Killed 

% Killed 

Philippines 

117,463 

12,000 

10% 

Burma 

193,594 

19,000 

10% 

Malaya 

2,358,335 

71,000 

3% 

Thailand 

2,500,000 

75,000 

3% 

Indonesia 

1,344,809 

27,000 

2% 

Vietnam 

462,466 

9,000 

2% 

North Borneo 

68,034 

1,000 

2% 


Country 

Property 

(Yuan) 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

% 

Philippines 

356,381,000 

320,743,000 

90% 

Burma 

115,800,000 

104,220,000 

90% 

Malaya 

924,031,000 

462,915,000 

50% 

Vietnam 

444,340,000 

222,176,000 

50% 

Indonesia 

1,166,567,000 

466,627,000 

40% 

Thailand 

879,588,000 

351,835,000 

40% 

North Borneo 

40,800,000 

16,324,000 

40% 


Only the Chinese in Burma lost as much as those 
in the Philippines did at the time. 


Failure of governance 


T here are many good and positive things happening around us 
that help make life simpler. 

I went to the SM Manila after Holy Week to renew my passport. 
Since my application form was all filled up, it took me only 15 
minutes to submit the requirements, pay at the cashier, have my 
photo taken and get the receipt. I went back for my passport after 
a week. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Earlier last year, since I was in a rush, I went to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs Consular Office at the Aseana Business Park in 
Paranaque to apply for an extension of my passport, which was 
about to expire in a month. The process took me only 40 minutes. 
The line for senior citizens was much, much shorter, but many of 
those ahead of me had taken up a lot of time. To my surprise, I got 
a two-year extension for free. I applied for renewal three months 
later because even if my passport was valid for two more years, I was 
scheduled to apply for renewal of my Canadian visa and wanted the 
visa stamped on a new passport. 

Renewal of driver’s licenses and car registration have become faster 
too, unlike before when they used to take up half a day. 

Board exams and car plates 

But a lot of things in the bureaucracy still need improving. 

Applying at the Professional Regulation Commission for a permit 
to take a board exam takes forever. You can tell that something is 
wrong when applicants line up on the sidewalk outside the PRC 
before 6 a.m.! Why this is happening in the cyberage is anyone’s 
guess. 

One applicant shared that out of the 10 steps it took him to 
process his form, only one step needs the applicant’s presence. But 
applicants go back and forth several times because of the sheer 
inefficiency of the PRC staff. The applicant 
believes it is a case of power tripping, but 
there was nothing he could do. He was at 
the mercy of the PRC because he needed 
them. 

If there is an image that depicts the 
failure of governance, it is this photo 
forwarded to me by a friend. It highlights 
the fact that vehicle license plates will not 
be available until President Aquino steps 
down from office. 

Some people say the matter is so small 
that it is unfair to fault the President for 
it. My response is, the production and 
release of the plates is precisely such a 
small, simple service that it befuddles my 
mind why government can’t do its job and citizens have to suffer 
the consequence. This has never happened before. 

Motorists tell me that even stickers for vehicle registration renewal 
have not been available for two years now. What makes matters 
worse is that the Land Transportation Office continues to collect 
payments for both the plates and the stickers, knowing full well it 
cannot deliver. 

The LTO needs to replace 5 million license plates but ordered 
only around 1.5 million new ones from its supplier, the joint venture 
of Power Plates Development Concepts Inc. and Dutch firm J. 
Knieriem BV-Goes (PPI-JKG). Its reason: It places orders for license 
plates of old vehicles only when owners renew their registration. 

It hasn’t helped that the Commission on Audit has halted the 


payment to the producers because of an anomaly in the bidding 
process. The result? JKG-PPI could not pay P40 million in duties 
and taxes for the plates that arrived in late February, which remain 
unclaimed at the Bureau of Customs. 

Customs Commissioner Alberto Lina has threatened to put up 
the car plates for auction unless the company pays taxes, demurrage 
and storage fees. 

What? Even my driver who finished only second-year high school 
was aghast! Who will buy those plates if not criminals who will use 
them for nefarious activities. 

Lina later backpedaled. As of today, BOC turned over 300,000 
to the LTO. But, my driver asked, will the LTO refund car owners 
who have paid for those plates? 

Airport nightmare 

The image of the overflowing standing-room-only crowd at the 
NAIA Terminal 3, stranded due to flight cancellations caused by the 
five-hour brownout evening of April 2, is another graphic reflection 
of the failure of governance. 

Cebu Pacific Air, which uses the terminal heavily, said in a 
statement that 78 one-way flights were canceled, affecting at least 
13,950 passengers. The colossal failure happened on the heels of 
aggravation and complaints about long flight delays due to runway 
congestion, the infamous tanim-bala (bullet planting) incidents and 
ill-maintained terminal infrastructure. 

The NAIA had just improved its image slightly - it was no longer 
the world’s worst airport last year - when the blunder happened. 
Airport officials are passing the buck on who is to blame. Is it 
the Manila International Airport Authority at fault? Or is it the 
Department of Transportation and Communication? 

NALA-3 officials said a substation of power provider Manila 
Electric Co. (Meralco) tripped and caused the blackout. However, 
Meralco spokesman Joe Zaldarriaga denied the allegation. 

Transportation and Communica¬ 
tions Secretary Joseph Emilio Abaya 
said NAIA-3 has 10 generator sets, but 
these failed to transmit enough power 
to keep the terminal operations go¬ 
ing. MIAA authorities said it reported 
early last year that the batteries of the 
gensets needed to be replaced, but no 
one attended to it. So, who is to blame? 

What makes inconvenienced 
travelers more incensed is the fact that 
the President apparently just shrugged 
off (again) calls for the resignation of 
Abaya and Airport general manager Jose 
Angel Honrado. 

What makes the two officials such 
sacred cows? If the repeated breakdowns of the Mass Rail Transit 
that inconvenience thousands of commuters are not enough to 
call for Abaya’s resignation, shouldn’t this last fiasco at the NAIA 
be a ground to dismiss him? If the connivance of airport personnel 
in the tanim-bala and pilferage of luggage at the NAIA are not 
enough for Honrado to be dismissed, shouldn’t this latest fiasco be 
the tipping point? 

We cannot blame the opposition for capitalizing on these 
failures to bash the administration and by transference criticize the 
administration’s presidential candidate Mar Roxas. It’s such a pity. Of 
all the candidates, Roxas is the only one with enough qualifications 
to run our country. But his popularity is suffering, thanks to these 
latest failures. 
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ROUND UP 


Chinese wins Andersen award for children's books 



Cao Wenxuan 


Cao Wenxuan (D D D )> 62, is the 
first Chinese to win the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award, regarded as the “Nobel 
Prize” for children’s literature. 

Cao was the unanimous choice of the 
jury for writing wonderful prose about 
the complex lives of children facing great 
challenges. His Bronze and Sunflower, a 
novel set during the time of the Cultural 
Revolution in a rural Chinese village, 
and Dingding Dangdang series, about 
two brothers with Down syndrome who 
separately flee their village and then 


search for each other, were described as 
“deeply humanistic” books because they 
acknowledge that life can often be tragic 
also for children, who nonetheless can 
be redeemed by the human qualities and 
kindness they sometimes find when they 
are most in need. 

The award is the highest international 
recognition given to living authors and 
illustrators of children’s books for their 
whole body of work since 1956. 

Every year it honors one author and 
one illustrator. 
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The dragon-shaped balloon at the Yellow Emperor Mausoleum. 


Yellow Emperor unites Chinese people 
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Chinese buyers retrace cultural relics 
from auction houses around world 


Chinese buyers are tracking 
down outstanding examples of 
their heritage in small auction 
rooms around the world. A March 
12, 2016 New York Times article 
found this activity started recently. 

In France, a trio of Ming Dynasty 
gilt-bronze statues of seated Bud¬ 
dhas, which were believed to be an 
original set of five “Great Buddhas 
ofWisdom” from a provincial temple 
in China, sold for €6.3 million at the 
Bordeaux auctioneers Briscadieu to 
one of 20 Asian bidders. 

According to European Fine Art 
Foundation's annual art market 
March report, Chinese decorative 


art and antiques was one of the 
few auction sectors that grew in 
2015, with Chinese porcelains, 
jades, furniture and other antiques 
increasing at a small margin year- 
on-year from US$2.1 billion in 


2014 to US$2.2 billion. 

New York dealer James Lally said 
China is creating new collectors ev¬ 
ery day, and when a Chinese buyer 
begins collecting, he always collects 
Chinese art. 


Imperial seal sold for HK$92M 

An anonymous Asian buyer purchased the 
largest imperial seal used by Emperor Kangxi 
(1661-1722) for around US$12 million in 
Hong Kong. 

It is the third highest price ever paid for a 
Chinese imperial seal sold at an auction. Made 
of sandalwood, it bears the inscription “revere 
heaven and serve thy people.” 


The fourth of April is Tomb 
Sweeping Day (ODD) f° r the 
Chinese. 

In Yan’an, Shaanxi province, 
hundreds of people dressed in 
traditional costume came to 
worship the Yellow Emperor ([] [] ), 
ancestor of the Chinese people, at 
the Yellow Emperor Mausoleum. 

They danced, played music and 
read orations after which a large 
dragon-shaped balloon was flown 
into the sky. 

In Chinese legend, after the 
Yellow Emperor had unified defeated 
tribes and formed a unified clan, he 


created Chinese characters, designed 
traditional clothes and became the 
originator of Chinese medicine. 

He designed a totem by 
combining the totems from other 
tribes that joined his clan. 

This new totem was the dragon, 
with a snake’s body, a cow’s eyes, 
a bird’s feet, a fish’s scales, and a 
deer’s horns, which later became 
the symbol of the Chinese people. 

President Xi Jinping also 
noted that the Yellow Emperor 
Mausoleum is the spiritual icon of 
Chinese people during his visit to 
Shaanxi in 2015. 


Jinjiang Royal Mausoleum 
in Guilin, Guangxi, a protected 
cultural relics and archaeological 
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site, has over 300 tombs of 
important officials from the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). 

It is the largest 
and best preserved 
royal mausoleum in 
China. 

Despite its 
protections, it is 
now being disturbed 
by the invasion of 
private tombs. 

In 2004, the 
number of private 
tombs built in the 
protected zone 
numbered less than 
30,000; by 2012, 
there were over 
60,000 private tombs. 

Many villagers 
who live nearby 
actively promote 
the private tomb 
industry for profit 
- they charge 
RMB 10,000 for 
the privilege to be 
buried with kings. 


Jinjiang Royal Mausoleum's 
growing problem: Private tombs 
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PARENTING 


Step 1: Spi r i tual i tyfor parents 

By Meah Ang See 

I attended the graduation ceremonies of Charity First scholars last April 9 at the Trinity University of Asia Theater in Quezon 
City. This annual affair celebrates a milestone in the scholars’ lives as they move on from a nurturing community into the “big 
bad world.” 

Most of these scholars have already gone through hellfire, and Charity First Foundation gives them a new lease on life with free 
college education, values formation seminars (absence from which could cause expulsion from the scholarship program). Scholars 
are also required to pay it forward by volunteering at Charity First community service programs. 


On this 15th anniversary celebration, 
their keynote speaker was former senator 
Leticia Ramos Shahani, a woman I have 
long admired. Shahani’s talk was not about 
religious spirituality but of the innate spiritual 
powers in every human being. 

Her speech resonated with me personally 
as my husband and I continue to find ways 
to help our children become respectful, 
responsible and caring adults. As I mentioned 
in a previous article, it starts with the parents. 
I want to exercise what I learned to become 
a better mother. 

The power to withdraw 

Withdrawing lets us step back from 
situations, and gain a clearer perspective. 

This is something new to me, but makes 
a lot of sense. 

I think, like me, parents are often 
in such a hurry to get a million things 
done, we forget to withdraw from 
the world a little bit and gain a better 
perspective. What is important in our 
lives? Is there a way to compromise so we 
accomplish what is required of our work, 
but still allows us to focus on the most 
important people? 

For this week, I have decided to go to 
swimming lessons with the girls and do 
my work there, instead of at the office. 
Here or there, the work gets done and the 
girls appreciate my presence. With daily 
interactions, withdrawing also means getting 
to see more sides of an issue before reaching 
a verdict. 

The power to pack up 

Pack up all negative vibes and just let go. 
It is about making peace with everything 
negative in our past. 

The graduation ceremonies always feature 
one graduating scholar who would tell his 
life story as an inspiration to others. This 
year’s representative was crying as she told 
the audience how she eventually forgave her 
father in 2013. Once she became a scholar, she 
realized that events that don’t kill you really 
do make you stronger. 

If this woman could overcome all the adver¬ 


sities in her life - her mother left when she was could help me see things a little more clearly, 

one, and eventually died; her sister was killed What am I afraid of? How do I fight my fears? 

by a rabid dog; her last remaining sibling The power to accommodate 

passed on as he was gradu- Shahani’s powerpoint 

ating from college. ■ i. f I ■ included a line 

If she could ^ t ^ iat sa y s > 

make 
peace 



with her ter¬ 
rible past, then 
we could definitely let 
go of our own baggage. 

The power to tolerate 

Like the powerful bamboo, we bend with 
the wind of challenge and adversity. With 
tolerance, we also gain strength where little 
could faze us. 

All parents are familiar with this feeling - 
challenges and adversities to myself do not 
deter me. But, anything hurled at my children 
sometimes paralyzes me. 

Many times, my fears on behalf of my 
children could become overwhelming. I feel 
that standing still and bending with the wind 


with 

other becomes 
a thing of ease and 

happiness.” 

Sometimes we feel that people throw 
curveballs at us and we then conclude that 
these people are the enemy. 

But when we are more open and more 
gentle with how we view others, then we may 
see the person’s many other sides. 

The power to discern 

As life is full of choices, and our choices 
shape us, it is crucial that the choices we make 
are the right ones. 

Should I take my doctorate degree now? 


I’m 10 years overdue according to my former 
20-year-old self’s time table. 

As I look at my own reasons for wanting 
to take up further studies, I am not sure that 
my heart is still in it. 

The power to judge 
But, sometimes, the choices are not clear 
cut. What if the two choices for action are 
equally honorable? Ultimately, we decide on 
the best option that will benefit ourselves as 
well as others. 

I wanted to take my PhD because it has 
been in my to-do list for a decade. Taking 
it now would be a good decision, but 
at the end of the day, who benefits? 
The power to face 
How can we make the right choice 
if we are not even honest with 
ourselves? We need to face our own 
shadows, which is probably the most 
difficult action to take. 

When I yell at the girls to be quiet 
in the car, what am I doing? I have 
to be brutally honest with myself and 
admit that I just want quiet. This is not 
discipline, but just for my convenience. 
So instead of yelling, I touch their 
faces to get their attention and say in a 
soft voice, “indoor voice please.” They will 
follow for a few minutes and then forget 
again, but then they’re kids and become 
engrossed and super excited with whatever 
they are talking about. 

When we see ourselves clearly, then we can 
look at others with understanding as well. 

The power to co-operate 
Cooperation is the culmination of all 
powers. It requires that we use all the other 
powers to be free from ego, jealousy, anger, 
greed. Once we are free from all hang-ups, 
then we are freer to contribute to humankind. 

As I shared this with my husband, we 
agreed that we will strive for these powers 
with the goal of becoming better parents to 
our children. This is step one. (P 

Learn more about these powers and living 
a spiritual lifestyle through Brahma Kumaris 
httpillwww. brahmakumaris. org! 
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The presidential agenda 

The Philippine Daily Inquirer published (Feb. 9-18, 2016 issues) the responses of our 
presidential candidates to the country’s most pressing problems. Tulay , in its role as bridge 
between the Tsinoys and mainstream society, reprints the candidates’ responses to the top 
eight agenda items. 

I. POVERTY REDUCTION: Recent poll surveys show that poverty is the biggest problem in the Philippines. In 
the 2015 Social Weather Stations survey, one in every two Filipino families rated themselves poor. A Pulse 
Asia survey also found that 38 percent of the respondents viewed poverty as one of the most urgent national 
concerns. Inequality, poor government, corruption and slow economic growth are some of the causes. 



Jejomar Binay 

1. Implement government proj¬ 
ects to attract capital and generate 
jobs. 

2. Raise agricultural produc¬ 
tivity by reengineering the land 
reform program into a well-guided 
agri-agra program. 

3. Make manufacturing and 
export sectors more competitive 
through infrastructure and techno¬ 
logy improvements. 

4. Accelerate development of the 
tourism industry. 

3. Open the economy wider to 
foreign investments. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Create employment and liveli¬ 
hood programs. 

2. Strengthen poverty-reduction 
programs. 

3. Develop ancestral lands to 
provide income for indigenous 
peoples. 

4. Provide free irrigation to lessen 
burden of farmers. 

5. Expand agricultural produc¬ 
tion through agri-financing reforms 
and implementation of Land Bank 
programs for farmers. 


Grace Poe 

1. Continue Conditional Cash 
Transfer program and integrate it 
with livelihood programs. 

2. Implement competition law 
to level the playing field. 

3. Strengthen SSS micro-in¬ 
surance to promote membership 
among informal sector. 

4. Lower classroom-to-student 
ratio to 1:30; raise teachers’ pay 
to P25,000; and maximize digital 
learning technology. 

3. Expand scholarship programs 
and improve student loan accessibility 
to increase access to higher education. 


Mar Roxas 

1. Sustain and expand the cover¬ 
age of CCT program. 

2. One hundred percent scho¬ 
larship for top graduates of public 
high schools. 

3. Widen scope of bottom-up 
budgeting (BuB) to cover munici¬ 
palities to boost development at 
local level. 

4. Under expanded BuB, PI00 
billion will be given to municipal 
governments annually to fuel grass¬ 
roots-level development and spur 
countryside economic progress. 


Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Raise minimum wage to living 
wage level or lower income taxes. 

2. Continue CCT program. 

3. Complement CCT with 
grant-for-work program. 

4. Implement CCT program 
jointly with local governments to 
reduce costs and promote owner¬ 
ship of the program among local 
officials. 

5. Establish a National Congres¬ 
sional Commission that will prepare 
legislative proposals for dealing with 
poverty. 


II. PHILIPPINE ECONOMY AND CREATING JOBS FOR FILIPINOS. Under the Aquino administration, the economy has grown 
by an average of 6.2 percent - the fastest since the late 1970s. Business has been bullish, with foreign direct investment 
rising 53.1 percent from 2012 to 2014. However, creating jobs remains a challenge. Despite these gains, unemployment 
in the Philippines still ranks highest in Southeast Asia, according to the World Bank. With the continued plunging of 
global oil prices, some 1.5 million temporary workers in the Middle East are in danger of losing their jobs. 


Jejomar Binay 

1. Pursue the amendment of res¬ 
trictive constitutional provisions. 

2. Strengthen agriculture by cre¬ 
ating economic zones, promoting 
agribusiness and granting subsidies 
to farmers. 

3. Strengthen business process 
outsourcing by creating a separate 
Department of Information and 
Technology. 

4. Strengthen tourism by craft¬ 
ing a national tourism strategy. 

5. Strengthen manufacturing 
and export by improving infra¬ 
structure. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Craft measures to curb con- 
tractualization of labor. 

2. Expand the coverage of SSS, 
PhilHealth and Pag-ibig. 

3. Revitalize basic industries, 
particularly the Philippines’ steel 
industry. 

4. Prioritize agriculture and agri¬ 
cultural development. 

5. Create an environment con¬ 
ducive to investment. 

6. Lower electricity costs. 

7. Prioritize infrastructure gaps. 


Grace Poe 

1. Alleviate poverty through a 
comprehensive development of 
key sectors. 

2. Craft a participative, collabo¬ 
rative and innovative infrastructure 
program. 

3. Boost regional competitive¬ 
ness. 

4. Implement a simple and stable 
tax system. 

5. Create an attractive, healthy 
and predictable investment cli¬ 
mate. 

6. Boost job generation and 
security. 



Mar Roxas 

1. Invest in Filipinos by provid¬ 
ing quality education, training, 
infrastructure and creating more 
and higher value jobs. 

2. Revitalize the agricultural 
sector. 

3. Ensure the resurgence of the 
manufacturing industry. 

4. Spur growth in local econo¬ 
mies by making capital more ac¬ 
cessible. 


Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Modernize agriculture by invest¬ 
ing in infrastructure and research. 

2. Reinvigorate manufacturing 
and re-energize exports. 

3. Improve the investment cli¬ 
mate by amending the restrictive 
provisions of the Constitution, 
among others. 

4. Reduce unemployment and 
underemployment by ending con- 
tractualization and creating more jobs. 
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III. FOOD SECURITY NOW AND IN THE FUTURE. Incidence of hunger remains a pervasive problem in the 
Philippines. In the last quarter of 2015, 2.6 million Filipino families reported experiencing hunger at least 
once, according to a recent Social Weather Stations survey. A Pulse Asia survey last December also found 
that 40 percent of Filipinos considered "having enough to eat" every day among their biggest problems. 


Jejomar Binay 

1. Create a program, in coordi¬ 
nation with local governments, to 
build climate-resilient agricultural 
communities. 

2. Train farmers in innovative 
ways of raising crops to make them 
adapt to climate change. 

3. Introduce and promote crop 
insurance. 

4. Shift agricultural framework 
from traditional farming to agri¬ 
business to foster diversification and 
increased production. 

5. Increase agricultural finance. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Identify regions suitable for the 
growing of needed crops and provide 
government support to production. 

2. Free irrigation for farmers. 

3. Build infrastructure to facili¬ 
tate transport of produce from farms 
to markets, including a railway 
system in Mindanao. 

4. Build food terminals in key 
areas to receive delivery of farm 
produce. 

3. Establish a Department of 
Fisheries and Marine Resource 
Management. 


Grace Poe 

1. Train farmers in better rice cul¬ 
tivation and invest in "rice bowls." 

2. Ensure crop quantity and 
quality, and build infrastructure 
for storage. 

3. Develop high-yield rice variet¬ 
ies and other crops, and maximize 
use of suitable land to boost pro¬ 
duction. 

4. Set up a multiagency program 
that will link small farmers to a 
national school feeding program. 

5. Introduce a lunch program in 
elementary and high schools. 


IV. PEACE AND ORDER. With the failure of the Aquino administration to pass the proposed Bangsamoro 
Basic Law, it will be the next administration's task to establish a peace accord in Mindanao, as well as 
dealing with other armed groups in Mindanao and communist rebels. The new administration will likewise 
have to deal with criminality, including extrajudicial killings, and ensure swift delivery of justice to keep 


communities safe. 



Jejomar Binay 

1. Appoint Sen. Gringo Honasan 
as crime czar. 

2. Ensure that the PNP, AFP, NBI, 
DOJ and DILG work together to 
combat crime and ensure justice. 

3. Implement the modernization 
of the AFP and PNP. 

4. Strengthen the judiciary to make 
it effective in resolving criminal cases. 


5. Pursue peace negotiations, 
work to deal with the causes of 
armed conflict and introduce legis¬ 
lation that would protect the rights 
of the Bangsamoro people. 
Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Pursue the peace process with 
rebels, with efforts in Mindanao di¬ 
rected at specific areas, given cultural 
differences within the Bangsamoro. 


2. Reinstate the death penalty for 
drug-related offenses and heinous 
crimes. 

3. Institutionalize coordination 
between the police and military 
through task forces in hot spots. 

4. Increase the salaries of police¬ 
men and soldiers. 

5. Develop Mindanao as a key 
effort toward Asean integration. 
Grace Poe 

1. Continue peace talks with the 
CPP-NPA-NDF, and MNLF and 
MILF, with indigenous peoples and 
Christians in Mindanao included in 
the negotiations. 

2. Push legislation for the mod¬ 
ernization of the PNP. 

3. Turn over the AFPs internal 
security role to the PNP. 

4. Install security cameras for 


V. WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES TODAY. There is still much to be done against 
corruption, as the 2014-2015 Social Weather Stations survey shows. It found businessmen perceive the 
government agencies they deal with as corrupt. 


Jejomar Binay 

1. Push for the approval of 
the freedom of information bill 
which will serve as deterrent to 
corruption. 

Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Simple living will be the rule 
for all public servants, starting with 
the President. 

2. Pass the FOI bill. 

3. Amend the bank secrecy law 
to remove the protection of public 


servants under investigation for 
corruption. 

4. Streamline the government 
by abolishing redundant offices 
and eliminating conflicting man¬ 
dates. 

Grace Poe 

1. Certify FOI bill as urgent 
and implement a disclosure policy 
that will allow citizens to hold 
government officials accountable 
and demand responsive and trans¬ 


parent service. 

2. Computerize front-line gov¬ 
ernment services and ensure public 
access to government procurement 
documents. 

3. Conduct a tri-media (televi¬ 
sion, radio and print) campaign 
against corruption. 

4. Regulate the participation of 
political dynasties in elections. 

5. Strengthen the campaign 
against red tape. 


COVER 

STORY 


Mar Roxas 

1. Provide irrigation. 

2. Invest in post harvest facilities. 

3. Increase rice production. 

4. Provide more opportunities 
for farmers to pull themselves out 
of poverty. 

Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Encourage sustainable small- 
scale farming, and stop rice cartels 
and other illegal agricultural im¬ 
ports. 


2. Provide incentives for banks 
to lend directly to farmers. 

3. Promote contract growing to 
help small farmers establish links 
with commercial farms and manu¬ 
facturers. 

4. Study how CCT program 
could directly support farming 
families. 

5. Put emphasis on effective use 
of land and other resources. 



24-hour operation in communities 
with high crime rates. 

3. Set up a local government- 
police witness protection program. 

Mar Roxas 

1. Implement PNP “Oplan Lam- 
bat-Sibat” throughout the country. 

2. Promote public trust in the 
police to foster cooperation and 
ensure safety in the communities. 

3. Pursue the Mindanao peace 
process. 

4. Invest in Mindanao infra¬ 
structure to stimulate development 
and bring government services to 
the people of the island, including 
education and health care. 

5. Consult all sectors to im¬ 
prove the proposed Bangsamoro 


Basic Law before refding it in 
Congress. 

Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Launch aggressive fight against 
illegal drugs. 

2. Restore the dignity of police¬ 
men and soldiers. 

3. Dismantle private armies and 
invest in better equipment and 
training for the PNP and AFP. 

4. Abolish the “ padrino ” system 
in the AFP and PNP through an 
anti-political recommendations 
law. 

5. Adopt a no-postponement 
policy for the courts and resolve the 
Maguindanao and Mamasapano 
massacres, as well as “lumad” evic¬ 
tions and killings. 



Mar Roxas 

1. Continue the fight against cor¬ 
ruption and move toward the next 
level of progress, with freedom from 
hunger and fear. 


Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Enact FOI bill. 

2. Certify the “sincerity bills:” 
anti-premature campaigning, anti¬ 
political dynasty and anti-epal 
(anti-signage of Public Works Act) 
bills as urgent. 

3. Streamline the government 
through a task force that will review all 
government programs and projects. 

4. Support Supreme Court deci¬ 
sions on pork barrel and the Dis¬ 
bursement Acceleration Program. 

5. Restore meritocracy in the 
government through an anti-polit¬ 
ical recommendation law. 
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VI. BASIC HEALTHCARE. According to former Health Secretary Enrique Ona f more than 30 percent of ailing 
Filipinos die without ever seeing a doctor. Many provincial hospitals are poorly equipped and staffed and 
lacking in services, resulting from decentralizarion of responsibility from the central government to the 
local governments in the 1990s. 



Jejomar Binay 

1. Guarantee easy access to 
healthcare for the poorest Filipinos 
based on their ability to pay 

2. Strengthen the ability of lo¬ 
cal governments to deliver health 
services. 

3. Coordinate national and local 
health plans through an automated 
information system. 

4. More support for the health 
insurance system. 

3. Build infrastructure and 
provide facilities, staff and sup¬ 
plies for complete health services. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Review local anti-smoking 
ordinances to make them conform 
to national anti-smoking laws. 

2. Sustain preventive health pro¬ 


grams, particularly ensur¬ 
ing adequate nutrition. 

3. Introduce a national 
daily exercise program. 

4. Implement the re¬ 
productive health law 
equitably. 

3. Extend PhilHealth 
coverage to all Filipinos. 
6 Build tertiary hospi¬ 
tals with intensive care units in all 
provinces. 

Grace Poe 

1. Harness the private sector in 
the provision of hospitals and clinics 


to augment government resources 
in funding universal healthcare. 

2. Prioritize preventive health¬ 
care and maintenance, establish a 
voucher system for free access to 
primary healthcare and outpatient 
services at any clinic. 

3. Reduce medicine prices by 
promoting competition in manu¬ 
facturing and distribution. 

4. Ensure family planning clinics 
have adequate funding and properly 
equipped. 

Mar Roxas 

1. Pursue PhilHealth coverage 
for all Filipinos. 

2. Ensure that all hospitals and 
clinics have capacity and capability 
to handle people’s healthcare needs. 

3. Ensure that every village has a 


rural health unit to provide residents 
with immediate and quality health 
service. 

Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Expand the coverage of Phil¬ 
Health. 

2. Introduce publicly financed 
health insurance covering essential 
services for all. 

3. Develop a second benefit 
package, funded through a range 
of financing systems, with only 
poor people exempted from all 
payments. 

4. Stop the PCSO requirement 
of endorsement from public officials 
before giving medical assistance to 
the needy. 

5. Oppose the privatization of 
hospitals. 


VII. PHILIPPINE RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. With its ongoing maritime dispute with China, the Philippines 
has asked the United Nations to arbitrate. The Philippines also entered into a new defense deal with the United States 
for support. Though worried about China's actions, Filipinos are also opposed to increased U.S. presence in the country. 


Jejomar Binay 

1. Protect Philippine sovereignty 
through global cooperation. 

2 Promote constructive bilateral 
dialogue with other countries. 

3. Pursue all legal options to 
promote Philippine sovereignty, 
including consultation with and 
securing support of international 
community. 

4. As most disputed areas in the 
South China Sea are in international 
waters, pursue resolution of disputes 
through international law. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1 Be open to dialogue with 
China with involvement of ASEAN. 

2. Promote inter-ASEAN trade 
by removing roadblocks to South 
Mindanao-North Sulawesi RoRo link. 

3. Push industrialization in 
Mindanao for production of high- 
value goods that can be exported to 
ASEAN countries. 

4. Promote Zamboanga Eco-zone 
and Southern Mindanao Growth 
Corridor as gateway to ASEAN 
while providing jobs to residents. 



Grace Poe 

1. Strengthen the Philippines’ 
bargaining power by nurturing a 
stronger, more relevant economy 
with a modern military. 

2. Expand international trade by 
joining free-trade blocs. 

3. Assume leadership role in 
ASEAN, whose potential as an in¬ 
tegrated economic force can rival the 
economic might of India and China. 

4. Adhere to international law 
in settling disputes with other 
countries. 

Mar Roxas 

1. Pursue Philippines’ claims 
in the South China Sea through 



arbitration in the United Nations. 

2. Push for the conclusion of 
a binding code of conduct for all 
claimants in the South China Sea. 

3. Pursue other aspects of the 
Philippines’ relations with China, 
as the South China Sea dispute is 
not the totality of relations between 
Manila and Beijing. 

Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Call for renegotiation of the Vis¬ 
iting Forces Agreement with the U.S. 


2. Adopt second level of diplo¬ 
macy with regard to South China 
Sea dispute, as China is keen on 
bilateral negotiations. 

3. Impose measures to mini¬ 
mize environmental damage in 
Philippine seas caused by foreign 
vessels. 

4. Review Philippine participa¬ 
tion in trade deals to ensure maxi¬ 
mum benefit without jeopardizing 
national interest. 


VIII. TRAFFIC CONGESTION. Major traffic congestion remains a national problem and major headache. According 
to the Japan International Cooperation Agency, Metro Manila s growing number of cars and the inefficient mass 
transit systems cost road users P2.4 billion a day, and projected to grow to P6 billion a day by 2030. A recent 
Social Weather Stations review showed that no past president had scored satisfactorily in traffic management. 


Jejomar Binay 

1. Coordinate and supervise traf¬ 
fic management efforts of local gov¬ 
ernments and government agencies. 

2. Strictly enforce traffic rules 

3. Correct infrastructure de¬ 
ficiencies and embark on flood- 
control study and projects in Metro 
Manila. 

4. Upgrade mass transit systems, 
modernize public bus service and 
abolish boundary system. 

5. Decongest Metro Manila by 
relocating government offices. 


Rodrigo Duterte 

1. Review volume reduction 
strategies like number coding, as 
they have not really eased congestion. 

2. Adopt affordable, efficient mass 
transport systems in urban centers. 

3. Decongest cities by provid¬ 
ing economic opportunities in the 
countryside 

4. Legislate national land use 
program that will serve as basis for 
regional and local zoning laws. 

5. Build railway systems in the 
regions. 


Grace Poe 

1. Get more coaches and provide 
efficient maintenance for LRT, 
MRT and PNR. 

2. Implement Gold Standard Bus 
Rapid Transit System 

3. Introduce commuter-friendly 
use of highways; promote road¬ 
sharing systems like pedestrian and 
bicycle lanes. 

4. Maximize use of budget, 
public-private partnerships, and 
foreign assistance for infrastructure 
development. 

5. Relocate non-frontline govern¬ 
ment offices outside Metro Manila. 


Mar Roxas 

1. Continue improving mass 
transport systems. 

2. Expand Metro Manila railway 
systems to surrounding provinces 

3. Decongest major thorough¬ 
fares like Edsa by centralizing bus 
operations and replacing boundary 
system with monthly compensation 
for bus drivers. 

4. Strictly enforce vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic rules. 

5. Develop countryside to decon¬ 
gest urban centers. 

Miriam Defensor-Santiago 

1. Review coding schemes. 


2. Impose, with legislative sup¬ 
port if necessary, a progressive 
taxing scheme for purchase of 
more than car per family, as well as 
regulations for car loans. 

3. Require large shopping malls 
and commercial centers to provide 
space for bus stops. 

4. Consider replacing boundary 
system with fixed compensation for 
bus drivers. 

5. Continue and replicate the 
point-to-point bus system. 

(Photo credits: www.philstar.com, 
www.rappler.com,www.asean.org, 
newsinfo.inquirer.net) 
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TOWNS policy 
recommendations 
for 2016 presidential 
candidates 



till undecided on who to vote for? 

Below are recommendations culled 
from The Outstanding Women in the 
Nations Service’s well thought-out policy paper 
which may be of some help and serve as a guide 
in your decision-making. 

Choose who among the candidates can 
implement these recommendations. — Ed. 

Education 

1. PRIDE (Philippine Reforms Initia¬ 
tive and Directions for Education). Provide 
adequate and strengthen existing early child¬ 
hood centers and guarantee that children of 
pre-kindergarten to grade three school age 
are in school and meeting health standard 
of their age. 

2. Expand programs that cater to learners 
with special needs and in vulnerable condi¬ 
tions and situations. 

3. Establish and operationalize a fund for 
education to support graduate and continuing 
education, development and professionaliza¬ 
tion of teachers and teacher educators, thus 
allowing them to specialize in their areas of 
discipline. 

4. Set up an international competitive¬ 
ness fund in the General Appropriations Act 
for higher education institutions for faculty 
members to have foreign training research and 
academic experience. 

3. Allocate adequate resources, in addition 
to those provided under TESDA and CHED, 
especially in the provinces and disadvantaged 
communities, to provide free vocational and 
higher education for the poor. 

Health 

1. Address high rates of child and maternal 
illness, including under-nutrition. 

2. Respond to the growing threat of HIV/ 
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

3. Non-communicable diseases (cardiovas¬ 
cular diseases, diabetes, suicide, cancer) must 
be an emerging agenda. 

4. Address health inequity by increasing 
awareness of indigent patient’s right to no¬ 
balance billing. 

3. Full implementation and support for 
the Reproductive Health Law, especially 
providing access to RH services for the youth 
(preventing teenage pregnancies). 

6. Heed climate change and its impact on 
physical health (dengue, leptospirosis, ma¬ 
laria, zika) and psychosocial health (disasters, 
risk reduction management). 

7. Invest in information and communica¬ 
tion technology for health. 

8. Pass mental health legislation. 

9. Encourage policy for livable cities de¬ 
spite urbanization. 

10. Address impact of internal/ external mi¬ 
gration on health - breakdown of families, access 
to health services abroad, psychosocial costs. 

Agriculture 

1. Achieve agricultural sustainability by 


modernizing agriculture. 

2. Strengthen, professionalize and depoliti- 
cize the Department of Agriculture to aid the 
agricultural industry to professionalize and 
strengthen the governing bodies. 

3. Transform research and development in¬ 
stitutions to semi-autonomous bodies similar 
to PhilRice and the Philippine Carabao Center 
by the separation of research and development 
arms from the regulatory functions. 

4. Increase investments in human capital 
and research, promote attraction and retention 
of scientists and technologists in the country. 

5. Create the Department of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources. The Philippines is 
the world’s second largest archipelagic state 
of 7,100 islands with a total marine water 
area of 2.2 million sq/km (including the 
exclusive economic zone), with a total coast¬ 
line of 17,460 km. It has the highest marine 
biodiversity in its water. The fishing industry 
in the Philippines employed an estimated 1.5 
million people, nationwide in 2010. 

8. Agro-industrialization for inclusive 
growth. Increased investments in technology 
infrastructure. Push for rapid mechanization of 
agricultural activities and provide appropriate 
post harvest facilities. Create an efficient 
transport system by improving and building 
farm-to-market roads, the national railway 
system and the RoRo. Invest in irrigation 
by professionalizing the National Irrigation 
Authority and better management of resources. 

Science and Technology 

1. Support local scientists and inventors. 

2. Create a Department of Information 
and Communications Technology to promote 
a cohesive policy towards universal Internet 
access, efficient use of modern technology 


for delivery of government services, promote 
technopreneurship and support policy for 
better telecommunications services. 

3. Support local government unit in 
disaster-related response. 

Tourism, Arts and Culture 

1. Tourism infrastructure. The Philip¬ 
pines is a world-class destination and should 
reflect this through its airports and seaports. 
Promote other island destinations aside 
from Palawan and Boracay. Construction of 
airports and seaports following international 
standards to avoid overcrowding, delay of 
flights and cancellations. Proper development 
of resort facilities in island destinations which 
stimulate sustainable tourism. 

2. Protection of cultural heritage. Ensure 
protection and conservation of historical 
landmarks and buildings and take heed of the 
aesthetic value of each to honor and respect 
the past. 

3. Create a Department of Arts and Culture. 

4. Promore education in tourism and the arts. 

Business, Economy and 

Good Governance Entrepreneurship 

1. Entrepreneurship. One of the fastest 
engines of economic growth is the creation 
of wealth through the formation of small 
businesses, especially in areas outside Metro 
Manila. 

To encourage entrepreneurship, especially 
small ones, the government can standardize 
procedures for applying for various govern¬ 
ment permits and licenses and impose the 
number of days for processing and evalua¬ 
tion of permits and licenses. Any application 
should be acted on within this period, after 
which approvals should be automatic and 
permits issued. 



2. Taxation. Encourage all citizens to pay 
the correct taxes by simplifying the tax code 
and making tax rates reasonable. Make the 
tax code and the reporting forms more simple 
and user friendly. 

Our tax rates must be made comparable to 
neighboring countries to encourage individu¬ 
als and businesses to willingly pay the correct 
taxes. Gross taxation should be an option 
available to small businesses and proprietor¬ 
ships as this will minimize the discretionary 
and harassment powers of tax examiners. 

3. Transportation. Rationalize and improve 
our transportation system to ease the move¬ 
ment of people, goods and services. Traffic 
and the high cost of moving people and goods 
are glaring examples of government’s neglect. 

a. Implement the recommended solutions 
proposed by experts and the private sector. 
One immediate solution with dramatic impact 
is the drastic elimination of “colorum” vehicles 
(buses, jeepneys, UV Express and tricycles). 

b. Properly maintain the existing transport 
systems by engaging reputable and competent 
firms to maintain the MRT, LRT and PNR 
trains to avoid accidents. Roads must be well 
paved and maintained to improve driving 
conditions. 

c. Review the long-term plan for the 
road network in the Metro Manila area and 
rationalize this to adopt to the demands of a 
growing metropolis. 

d. Synchronize the interconnection of the 
MRT/LRT/PNR and other means of trans¬ 
portation to create an efficient and modern 
grid for the benefit of the riding public. 

4. Communication. Make the 
telecommunication companies real public 
utilities by improving the service level to 
customers by proper matching of facilities 
to the number of subscribers to minimize 
drop calls, truncated calls and dead spots; 
increasing transparency and insuring that 
the bandwidth purchased is delivered, and 
the promised deliverables to subscribers are 
met; and removing the expiration feature for 
prepaid cards. 

5. Encourage and promote the “One 
Town, One Product” strategy to build up 
local economies. 

a. Select exceptional products produced 
by local communities with potential for high 
domestic and export demand. 

b. Assist local communities through 
DOST and DTI to develop these products 
to achieve consistent quality. 

c. Develop linkages between these local 
communities and private commercial compa¬ 
nies to “adopt” these products and to create 
a ready market for them. 

d. Create the structure, with the assistance 

of the LGU, that will organize the local com¬ 
munity to maintain and sustain continuous 
production of their products. O 
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Journ^ to the Wei 

The Monkey 

Second of four parts 


T he Dragon King feared Wukong’s powers. He ordered his 
servants to bring a nine-pronged fork which weighed 3,600 
pounds. Wukong held the fork in his hand and said, “Too 
light. Please give me another.” The Dragon King was surprised, 
but he ordered his servants to fetch an ancient battle axe. 

The axe weighed 7,200 pounds. Wukong held up the weapon 
and again complained that it was too light. The Dragon King was 
frightened and said, “Your majesty, I have no weapons heavier 
than this one.” 

Wukong laughed and said, “You must search your palace again. 
If you find me a suitable weapon, I will pay for it.” 

The Dragon King was losing patience. His wife and daughters 
took him aside and suggested, “Why don’t you give him the magic 
sea-shaping iron left by Da Yii when he tamed the waters? Wukong 
can reshape it for his own use.” 

The Dragon King followed their advice. He took Wukong to his 
treasure house. The magic iron was there, still sparkling. Wukong 
went forward and touched the iron pillar with his hand. It was 
about 20 feet long. 

Wukong gasped, “What a precious weapon! I must pull it out.” 
He grasped the iron and effortlessly pulled it out of the ground. 

He looked at it admiringly and said, “If only it weren’t so wide 
and so long.” 

Instantly, the iron shrank to two feet. 

Wukong was delighted. He examined the iron and found that 
there were golden rings at both ends of the iron and a line of 
words in the middle. The words were ’’Golden-ringed Wishing 
Staff weighing 13,300 pounds.” 

Wukong was very pleased with his new treasure. He ran back 
to the Dragon King’s crystal palace swinging the enormous staff. 
The Dragon King was terribly frightened, his children were in a 
panic and every beast ran for his life. 

Wukong then insisted on a suit of golden armor, a gold crown 
and a pair of cloud-riding shoes. After he was dressed, he turned the 
staff into an embroidery needle and slipped it neatly into his ear. 



Wukong angrily crosses out his name and those of all the other 
monkeys after learning the his new immortality had not been 
properly recorded in the book. 


□ □ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □ □ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□a Dm □□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 


□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□ □□□□□□□□ m□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 




He thanked the Dragon King and returned 
to the Water Curtain Cave. 

T he monkeys, who were waiting in the 
cave, suddenly saw their king spring out 
of the water, shining all over. The monkeys 
cheered in chorus. “How beautiful you are!” 

The Monkey King took the golden-ringed 
staff from his ear and told them how he had 
gotten the treasure. Then he said the word 
“bigger” three times. The magic weapon 
returned to its full size. Wukong dashed out 
of the cave and used his magic power to make 
himself 10,000 feet high. Now his staff could 
reach up to heaven and down into hell. 

All the other monkeys were stunned. 
Wukong rejoined the other monkeys and 
celebrated his new treasures at a banquet 
for all. Soon all the monkeys were drunk. 
Wukong fell asleep under the shade of a 
pine tree. 

In his dream two men approached him. 
The men tied him up and took him to the 
NetherWorld. 

Wukong pleaded, “Why are you taking 
my soul away?” 

The two ghosts paid no attention to his 
words and continued to drag him into the 
Nether World. The Monkey King was deeply 
distressed. He took his magic staff from his 
ear, enlarged it and fought off the ghosts all 
the way into the castle of the King of the 
NetherWorld. 

The King was so frightened by Wukong 
that he had his judge consult the book in 
which was recorded the life and death of all 
people. The book said that the stone monkey 
would live to be 342 years old. Learning that 
his new immortality had not been properly 
recorded in the book, the Monkey King 
angrily crossed out his name and those of all 
the other monkeys. He then made straight 
for the Cave. 

W ukong had made a great disturbance in 
the Dragon Palace and in the Nether 
World. So the Dragon King and the King of 
the NetherWorld petitioned the Jade Emperor 
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to punish Wukong. The Jade Emperor sent 
the spirit of Planet Venus to bring Wukong 
to heaven. 

Venus arrived at the Mountain and 
declared to the Monkey King, “The Jade 
Emperor wants you to go to the heavenly 
palace to receive an immortal appointment.” 

Happily, Wukong followed him to the 
heavenly palace. 

Wukong rode the clouds very quickly, 
leaving Venus far behind. He arrived at the 
gate of the South Heaven, but was stopped 
outside the gate by the guards. He was just 
about to leave when Venus arrived and 
stopped him. “Don’t be angry, please. They 
don’t know who you are yet.” 

Venus led the Monkey King into the 
Heavenly Palace. Wukong did not properly 
greet the Jade Emperor when he saw him. The 
Emperor appointed Wukong to the post of 
“Bi Ma Wen,” keeper of the imperial stables. 
Wukong accepted the post without expressing 
gratitude to the Jade Emperor. 

The Monkey King didn’t know that “Bi Ma 
Wen” was a lowly position. He was pleased to 
have gotten the post. He kept himself busy 
grooming the heavenly horses day and night. 
He labored in this way for half a month. 

One day, all of the grooms were sitting 
together drinking wine. The Monkey King 
abruptly asked, “What kind of post is ‘Bi 
MaWen’?” 

One of the grooms answered, “It’s a most 
unimportant post, quite like head groom.” 

Wukong was so angry that he cried out, “I 
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am the king of the Mountain of Flowers and 
Fruit. Why does he belittle me by making me 
a groom to his horses?” 

At that he pushed over a table and took the 
magic staff from his ear and fought his way 
out of the gate of South Heaven. 

Arriving at the Mountain, Wukong cried, 
“I have come back, my children.” 

The monkeys welcomed him at the gate 
of the cave. 

They said, “You have been in heaven for ten 
years. Today, you have come back in glory.” 
The Monkey King angrily told them that he 
had only been a groom to the horses of heaven. 

The monkeys shared Wukong’s anger. They 
suggested, “You are clever enough to be the 
‘Greatest Sage’.” Wukong was very pleased 
with this idea. He immediately ordered his 
servant to put up a banner to show his title, 
he next day, the Jade Emperor called 
his ministers to a meeting. The groom 
supervisor reported, “The monkey had 
returned to his mountain because he disliked 
the post.” The Jade Emperor ordered King Li 
and his son, Third Prince Nezha, to go down 
from heaven to vanquish the Monkey King. 

King Li led thousands of troops to the 
Mountain with the God Juling as his scout. 
Wukong gathered all of the monkeys to 
prepare for the coming fight. 

When King Li arrived, Wukong cried, “I have 
infinite powers. Why does the Jade Emperor 
ask me to groom horses for him? I will turn the 
Heavenly Palace upside down if he doesn’t grant 
me the title of‘The Greatest Sage’.” 
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Nezha attacks 
Wukong with six 
kinds of weapons. 

The Monkey King 
fiercely fights him 
with three heads, 
six arms and six 
kinds of weapons 
for 30 more 
rounds. 

Both sides began to fight. 

Wukong brandished his 
magic staff and God Juling 
wielded his hatchet. By the 
end of the first round of 
fighting, the hatchet of the 
God was cut in two. The 
God Juling fled. 

King Li was in such a 
fury he ordered Third Prince 
Nezha to launch an attack. 

Nezha cried, “Change!” and 
immediately he changed 
into a man with three heads 
and six arms. He violently 
attacked Wukong with six 
kinds of weapons. Wukong 
also cried out. “Change!” 
and he too was at once 
provided with three heads, six arms and six 
kinds of weapons - a sword, a knife, a rope, 
a club, a ball and a fire wheel - and fought 
fiercely for 30 more rounds. 

The Third Prince quickly turned the six 
kinds of weapons into millions of weapons 
and Wukong did the same. In addition, 
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□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
00 000-0 


Wukong pulled out a hair from his body 
and changed it into another Wukong. 
Overpowered, Nezha was defeated and fled. 

King Li returned to heaven to ask for 
reinforcements. The Spirit of Venus offered, 
“As it appears that we can’t defeat the Monkey 
at this time, I suggest it would be better to 
grant him the empty title of ‘The Greatest 
Sage’.” The Jade Emperor nodded his 
agreement and requested an audience with 
the Monkey King. 

(To be continued...) 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□), vol. 7. Hilit Publishing Co. Ltd. 
(□□□□□□□□□□□□ ), 1990. Illustrations 
by Wu Dacheng (□□□). 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 


By Eleanor Tan Hokkien style (19) 



□ □ □ 

kian bo pai 

every touch fails 

describing a clumsy person 

□ □ □ 

tsia neng peng 

eating soft rice 

having an easy job with a 
big pay 

□ □ □ □ 

tua sia" sue se 

loud noise 

speaking loudly 

□ □ □ 

ban tsa t'ao 

stubborn 
wooden head 

a very hard headed person 

□ □ □ 

ki n seng si 

look for life and 
death 

someone fighting for his 
right to the very end 
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VIGAN, from p. 16 


Day 2, March 1 , 2016, Monday 



of fine woodcraft from 80 years ago. At the 
top of the house, a green plant peeped out 
from the cracks in the concrete. 

Life can be hard but living things always 
find a way to survive. I am reminded of my 
grandfather’s story, leaving poverty stricken 
south China in the early 20th century and 
crossing the South China Sea to start a new 
life. 

I went back to the hotel and joined the 
others for breakfast. 

Mr. Lao arrived later, as promised. Meeting 
him was by chance. When we checked in the 
day before, my brother Milo spoke to the 
front desk clerk. After learning about our last 
name, she mentioned a certain Mr. Chan. 

Later on, on our way out for dinner, she 
told my brother that “Mr. Chan is having 
dinner here right now.” 

Milo spoke to Mr. Chan. One thing led 
to another, and it led us to Mr. Lao, who is 
a very generous person. He asked his son to 
drive another car and bring us to different 
places like Vigan Nan Chong School, Filipino 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce and two 
hardware stores. 

Imagine this. I stood in front of a hardware 
store which I have never been to. All I know is 
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that there is a Mr. Tan. I walked in and asked 
the first person, “Is Mr. Tan here?” 

The person turned and looked back, “Pa, 
someone is looking for you!” he shouted. 

I followed the direction where he was 
looking. A Chinese gentleman in checkered 
blue shirt and black pants was standing 
behind the counter. 

When he came closer, I extended my hands 
and said, “Uncle, Dr. Gideon Chan asked me 
to talk to you.” 

At the same time, my father walked in. 
They looked at each other and smiled. 
Simultaneously they said: “I know you!” 

We gathered around the small open area 
inside the store and sat on plastic chairs. I call 
it oral history session. The only way for me 
to find stories about my grandfather is going 
to be that way! 

The next stop was Mike’s Department 
Store. I got to know of Merlita through my 
classmate in medical school. We never met, 
but the quick introduction to my father led 
to another oral history session. 

And so it went throughout the day. One 
name led us to another person. It was also 
another test of my father’s memory. With 
all the turns and one-way street, he was able 
to find another hardware store, New Born 
Hardware. 

We went back to Calle Crisologo looking 
for a Mr. Chua. This time, my father’s 
“radar” did not work. After blocks and 
blocks, no Mr. Chua. Or maybe, Mr. Chua 
moved or died. 

I realized then that my grandfather’s peers 
are dead. And those of my father’s generation 
are either dead, deaf or demented. I came to 
this tracing of roots journey a bit too late. 

We did not find Mr. Chua but found a 
pizza place. That was dinner for me. After 
days of restaurant food, a few slices of pizza 
sufficed for me. 



Grandfather’s Old House 


Maybe 

We should talk in Ilokano 
Maybe 

I should have visited more often 
Maybe 

When my father was telling me your story 
I should have listened more 


Now 

Your walls have faded color 
Now 

Your balcony has only one left 
Now 

All I can hold on to 
is just a photograph 


But 

There you are 

Standing 

For me to see 

For me to hear 

The story of my grandfather 


When I visit you next time 
I shall bring sampaguita 
I shall hang it on your door 
For you 

For grandfather 
So that grandfather can smell the fragrance 
Of the flower and return 
And we all can have a visit 


The next morning, at day break, I grabbed 
my camera and went to Calle Crisologo, 
which is just one block from Hotel Luna. 
I wanted to feel what Vigan was like in 
early morning. The birds were chirping. 
The rooster crowed. 

This is a totally different world from 
the big city. 

Calle Crisologo was almost empty 
compared to the crowd-filled street last 
night. I went back to my grandfather’s 
house. 

In the daylight, I can see better. What 
caught my attention was the nice wooden 
carvings above the windows. It is an example 


are different. The left route later proved to 
be okay. 

My father’s memory test next came when 
we got to San Fernando, La Union. When 
we reached a park, he said, “Turn right here. 
We can check out the Chan-Cu Association 
building.” 

The day was still early. My brother made 
the turn, curious to see if he was right. Two 
blocks away, we saw the two-storey building 
on the left street corner. Voila\ Philippine 
Chan-Cu Association of Northern Luzon. 

After 10 hours, we reached the city of 
Vigan. I recognized the place because I have 
been doing my research. 

I have many questions: Did my grandfather 
settle in Vigan directly? Did he stop by 
Manila first? What happened to his business? 
What was Vigan like during the Japanese 
occupation? What was grandfather’s business 
name? 

For dinner, we went to Cafe Uno for 
Ilokano food. My father enjoyed it. 

Pointing at the empty dishes, he said, 
“Ilokano food!” as if he was back to his 
childhood days. I was hoping that stuffing 
him with comfort food will make him tell us 
more stories about Vigan and my grandfather. 
The trick worked. 
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Day 3 r March 8 r 2016, Tuesday 

My prayer was answered the next morning. 
I went to my grandfather’s old house again. 
I hoped to see the renovating crew, which I 
did, and they let me in. 

I was able to climb to the second floor. 
I took a picture of the arch, showing the 
original thick concrete front. The wooden 
floors had been replaced with concrete. 
There is an opening in the middle ready for 
an elevator. 

After breakfast, we went to Crisologo 
museum, which contained a big collection 
of historic artifacts. It gave me a better 
understanding of what my grandfather’s 
house looked like. It had wooden floors, big 
windows with panels made of capiz shells, 
old wooden furniture, kitchen with clay pots 
and clay stoves and an interesting pig toilet. 

We drove to the plaza for Chinese food, 
then headed for the municipal library. We 
browsed through dusty old magazines but 
found nothing. 

The next stop was the old jail that had been 
converted into a museum. We had a glimpse 
of what former President Quirino was like. 

According to my father, Quirino was a 
close friend to grandfather. 

The next was shopping for the famous 
Ilokos vinegar for friends in Manila. Then I 
stopped byTessie’s Restaurant. I learned about 
this place from BHG member Pao Chan. The 
family was very nice. I found another piece 
of the puzzle. 

Pao Chan’s grandfather, Pedro Chan 
Sr., has an older brother who stayed at my 
grandfather’s old house. The next task is to 
know his Chinese name. 

Dinner was special. Shirley Chan is the 
daughter of my godfather, Alexander Chan. 
She invited us for dinner and provided us with 
another piece of the puzzle. Her uncle lived 
in my grandpa’s house too. And her cousin 
is still alive and lives in Manila. Her name is 
Auring. We picked up the phone and called 
and a visit was scheduled for Thursday. 

Day 4, March 9,2016, Wednesday 

On the fourth day, I went back to Calle 
Crisologo one more time. This time, I 
brought my father. He had suffered a stroke 
last year. His memory is not good, partly 
probably from aging and partly from stroke. 

As a physician, he is a “challenging case.” I 
do not have a clear diagnosis. Being the son, I 
know that I should not treat him. I leave his 
treatment to his physicians. 

A few thoughts came to my mind as we 
slowly walked to Calle Crisologo. As human 
beings, we like other people to behave how 
we would behave. I often say to myself that 
when I get old, I would do things differently. 

But we are who we are. I believe that we 
are hard-wired at birth to behave and think in 
certain ways. This is what I learned in this trip. 


I learned to forgive and accept my father. 
He is my father. He has done things that are 
difficult for people around him. He came 
to this lifetime playing the role of a difficult 
person. At the same time, he is also a very 
responsible person who raised seven children 
and helped his younger brother to become 
a doctor. 

After a short walk from the hotel, I sat 
him down on one of the benches along Calle 
Crisologo, facing the old house. I do not know 
what was on his mind. How does it feel to be 
in front of the house where you spent your 
childhood days 75 years ago? Does it bring 
back memories? 

I took more pictures with him. I noticed 
that the house behind us has a plaque about 
the history of the house; it mentioned the 
Singson family. I told him that. He said, “Yes, 
they live across from us!” 

Well, he was right again. That is the state 
of his memory now, muddy but with very 
clear moments. Whether navigating around 
the city or saying names, he was spot on 
from time to time, which led me to write the 
following poem: 

Vigan 

If everything will disappear 
Not this city 
For my dad 
He can walk around 
With eyes closed 

Left 

Right 

Straight ahead 

It seems that we are making circles 
But every time 
He is right 

Is this what it means to get old? 

Everything will disappear 

Not this city 

On our way home, we stopped by Angeles 
City to meet my cousins. Their father, Manuel 
Chan, is my second oldest uncle. Cousin 
Angelito gave me more information about 
my grandfather. My grandfather passed away 
when he was nine years old. 

He gave us a good description of my 
grandfather’s character, his business and his 
final days. 

The Day After, March 10,2016, Thursday 

I had a chance to meet auntie Auring 
who grew up in Vigan and had lived in the 
old house before. I felt that my grandfather 
had been guiding me all along during this 
family history search. He actually saved the 
best for last. 

In summary, this is what I found: 

My grandfather was born in 1898. He came 
to the Philippines with his cousin in 1908 at 


the age of 10. He went directly to Vigan. 

There, he was able to learn the trade of 
doing business, saved enough money to return 
to China and married my grandmother at 
the age of 20. 

He had two other business partners at that 
time. They opened a big business along the 
main street which is now Calle Crisologo. 
They had a four-storey house where the first 
floor was the store front. It was called Lian 
Huat (□ □ ). 

The second and third floors were living 
quarters occupied by more than one family. 
He was the manager of the business and the 
building was registered under his name. 

When the Japanese came in 1941, many 
Chinese in Vigan fled. They heard about all 
the bad things that the Japanese were doing 
in the Philippines. After some time, when 
things settled down, they returned to Vigan 
and restarted doing business. 

Somehow the business partnership fell 
apart, so my grandfather brought his family 
to Manila. They lived in Chinatown, along 
Benavidez Street, in a building owned by the 
Ong Family Association. The house burned 
down a few years later. 

My grandfather was described as very 
intelligent and generous. He spoke many 
languages including Tagalog, Ilokano, Spanish 
and Hokkien. He was well-received and 
respected. He was also very good with law, 
thus, people asked for his help. 

Life was very hard because of the big 
family. Eventually, he got sick, was initially 
brought to Quirino Memorial Hospital, then 
transferred to Chinese General Hospital. He 
died in 1958, at the age of 60, three years 
before I was born. 

Today, I have a better understanding of my 
grandfather, my father and myself. I am glad 
that I revisited Vigan. 


In closing, I would like to share a Tagalog 
poem about my grandfather: 

Ang Buhay ni Chan Teh 
para kay angkong 

Sa wakas 

Mas malinaw na ang istorya 
Isa-isa kongpinagdikit 
Parang jigsaw puzzle 

Gaya ng marami sa kanyang 
Kahahayan sa Tsina 
Umalis siya, tumawid ng dagat 
Noong sampung taon siya 
Para makatulong sa pamilya 
Yan ang dating OFW 

Vigan ang nagingpangalawang 
Bahay niya 

Nagtrabaho, nakaipon 
Umuwi at nag-as aw a 

Lumaki ang pamilya 
Lumaki ang negosyo 
Lumaki din angprohlema 
Noong dumating ang mga Hapon 

Nasira ang negosyo 
Nasira ang buhay 
Umalis na naman 
Manila angpangatlong bahay 

Nirerespeto, mabait , 

Maganda ang kanyang kalooban 
Hanggang wala na siyang maibigay 
Kundi buhay niya 

Natapos ang lahat 
Sa Chinese Gen 
Huling mga salita 
Noong sisenta any os 
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Day 1, March 6 r 2016, Sunday 

Incense 

That is the only way 
that we communicate 
Every time I go home 
Every time I am about to leave 
Dad said 

Pa, Benna has come home 
As if we instantly invited you back 
As if you touched my head and said 
My grandson, my good grandson / 

And when I am about to leave 
Dad said 

Please protect Benna 
I leave 

As if carrying an amulet 
Like the day you lefi for 
South Pacific 
Brave 

Marching forward 

That Sunday morning, after lighting four 
incense sticks, I stood in front of Angkong’s 
and Ahmas pictures. 

“Angkong, we are leaving for Vigan, please 
bless our trip. I want to write your story. Please 
show me where to get information. Thank 
you!” I silently prayed, then made four bows 
and planted the incense in place. 

A quick breakfast at McDonalds provided 
the needed caffeine and calories to start our 
12-hour adventure into northern Luzon. 

It has been more than 30 years since I last 
ventured into the provinces. Everything is 
new to me. The new expressways rival those 
of American freeways. We got to Urdaneta, 
Pangasinan in about two hours. 

My father used to travel to those cities 
when he was a salesman. My brother Milo 
said that 20 years ago, they went to Ilocos 
without a map, with just my father’s memory 
as guide. My father was sitting at the front 
passenger seat. I noticed that he loves to be a 
“front seat” driver. 

“It is open now, pass that tricycle!” He 
would say. 

When we got to Rosario, La Union, there 
was a sign pointing to the right: Baguio. I was 
navigating with the app Waze. It showed left. 
Shortly after we passed that sign, he yelled, 
“Wrong! Do not use this route. Go back! 
There is a short cut there!” 

Well, should we trust a smartphone app or 
someone who had traveled this area frequently 
for years? One solution was to stop and ask. 
We stopped twice. Both tricycle drivers said 
we are on the right highway. 

Just to verify, I checked the bigger map. 
My father was right. If we were to go right 
towards Baguio, we can go through Pugo and 
still get to Agoo. Based on the map, it is not 
a shorter distance. After 20 years, the roads 
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lllf By Benjamin Chan (□ □ □ ) 

hen I joined Binondo Heritage Group in 
Facebook six months ago, little did I imagine how 
it would greatly encourage me to find out more 
about my roots. 

Composed ofTsinoys like myself, many of whom 
were born and raised in the Philippines, interacting 
with BHG was very happy and enjoyable because I 
have been in America for the last 25 years. 

I speak English with my patients at work, 
Putonghua with my wife. We don’t speak Tagalog 
and Hokkien at all. I now realize that I was not able 
to speak Tagalog and was not able to appreciate 
my homeland. 

In the past six months, the discussions about our 
ancestry and family history ignited the desire to 
know my own family. My grandfather, Chan Teh 


(D D D )> left Fujian, China in 1908 at the age of 
ten and settled in Vigan, Ilocos Sur. 

My father, Francisco Chan (ODD)? was born 
in Vigan. My last visit to Vigan was 40 years ago. 
I never thought then I would want to go back and 
learn more about the place. 

When I decided to visit Manila this year, I asked 
my brother and sister to arrange a trip to Vigan. 
My father is 82 years old - I would like to bring 
him back to his birthplace one more time. 

I would like to visit my grandfathers old house 
one more time, and try to connect with him: he 
passed away three years before I was born. 


































